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The Symbolism of Snake in Medieval Narrative 
Lixue WANG 
There is a long history off connection between human being and snakes. This 
can be seen in literatures and religions. Snake in ancient Japanese literatures has 
been shown as the god of mountain, the god of water, and the god of thunder, and 
some are even shown as the ancestor god. However, in addition to the respect for 
thesnakes, feelings of reverence, awe, and disgust can also befound in the literes. 
Besides, due to the change of time, the symbolism of' snake has been drastically 
changed. In this paper, a discussion is presented tocusing on the symbolism of 
snake in medieval Japanese narratives. Upon entering the medieval, narrative 
literature has been related closely to instructional Buddhist preaching. Many tales 
in this era are influenced by and associated with Buddhism. Snake related 
narratives often contain stories of retribution, and reincarnation. Relic of snake as 
a god is sometimes hidden behind the tales even though most are described as an 
animal to harm human beings. Snake, symbolized, as a god to be prayed, has then 
turned to be an evil animal. 
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